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The fate of the Amur tiger has waxed and waned since the 19th century when
WKHUH ZDV VWLOO D VLIJQL{FDQW SRSXODWLRQ %\ V
S R S X O bad $hruk to mere 20—30 animals in the wild. This alarming
situation prompted action and by the 1980s the population had increased to
more than 250 with that number on the rise. However, tragedy struck again
with the collapse of the Soviet Union and state controls, which resulted in the
borders being opened and the tiger population plummeting again. The Amur
tiger was in imminent danger of extinction until its fortunes changed again

in 1996 with the implementation of a long-term conservation program. This
program met with success and the population has risen to more than 500.
Poaching is currently the greatest threat to tigers in the region.

7KLV VXFFHVV VWRU\ KRZHYHU KDV D ALS VLGH 7KF
needs more space to survive. Therefore, animals and humans come into con

tact more often, competing for prey and territory. These encounters result in

DQ LQFUHDVLQJ QXPEHU RI KXPDQ WLJHU FRQALFWV
tigers preying on livestock or dogs, people getting injured and tigers being

killed in defence or retaliation. One of the main causes of HTC is tigers being

wounded by poachers. The injured animals cannot hunt properly and so

they are forced to kill easily-accessible prey such as livestock. Another major

cause is the deterioration of tigers’ natural habitat due to various factors:

. The erosion of forests, making the environment less hospitable for
tigers and their prey.

. The depletion of natural tiger prey through unsustainable hunting
and poaching, forcing tigers to feed on livestock.

. Livestock husbandry leading to competition between livestock and

wild prey for space and natural resources.

WWEF experts say that the resolution of every HTC should be one of the

top priorities.It is so important because traditionally, HTCs in Russia were

resolved by simply killing the tiger, which led to a drastic decline in the
SRSXODWLRQ 6LQFH WLJHUV KDYH EHHQ NLOO
WKH QXPEHU RI GHDWKYV KDV LQFUHDVHG VLJQL¢FDQ\
expected to grow further as the tiger population continues to increase. The

number of HTCs has risen dramatically since 2010, but most of these con

ALFWV DUH UHVROYHG ZLWKRXW KDUP WR WKH DQLPI
to solve HTCs, a number of measures and protocols have been agreed on.

The most important tool in containing HTCs are the Rapid Response Teams



57V WKDW KDYH EHHQ VHW XS LQ WKH DUHD 7KH
nnaching and are called in to resolve HTCs in the quickest, most effective
way. The RRTs cooperate with two special tiger rehabilitation centres: Alek-
seevka in Primorsky Province and Utyos centre in Khabarovsky Province.
vwWEF offers logistical, technical and material support to the RRTs and reha-
hilitation centres. The response teams have played an important role in solw-
LQJ +7&V E\ UHPRYLQJ ZRXQGHG GLVHDVHG RU RWI
the wild and taking them to the centres. After a successful rehabilitation pro -
cess, tigers are released back into the wild, often in remote areas where the
FKDQFHV RI +7&V DUH OHVV OLNHO\ %HWZHHQ 2
were placed in rehabilitation centres, thirteen of which were released into
the wild after being cared for. Six died because of the condition they were in
before they were captured, three had to stay in captivity and the remaining
two are still at the Alekseevka centre. Ten of those that were released were
tagged with GPS collars, only two of which are still transmitting. Five of the
remaining eight tigers are reported to still be alive and two have been killed.
The fate of the last one is uncertain.



The Amur Region

The Amur tiger inhabits the Russian Far East, a mountainous region covered
for more than 90% by forests. The region has a unique climate, combining
winter conditions, with deep snows and freezing temperatures, with mild
summers. The north has a continental climate, while there are monsoons in
the south. These heterogeneous conditions make the coexistence possible
of a variety of southern animals such as Amur tigers, Far Eastern leopards,
Amur forest cats, yellow-throated weasels, Himalayan black bears, gorals,
sika deer, etc., and northern animals e.g. red deer, roe deer, elk, wild boar,
brown bears, wolves, sables, etc.

The area has a relatively small human population compared to regions
‘nhabited by other tiger sub-species. Less than 3.5 million people live in the
Amur tiger range or in its immediate vicinity. Only about 100,000 people are
actively engaged in legally hunting animals and birds. Agriculture is concen-
trated in the densely-populated Prikhankayskaya Plain next to Lake Khanka
and does not infringe on the tigers’ habitat. Within the tigers’ range, the local
population only raises livestock on a limited scale, using river valleys for
grazing.

The Amur tiger’s existence depends on natural factors such as abiotic con
ditions, (natural enemies, food competitors, stocks of potential prey) and
anthropogenic factors. Anthropogenic factors can be divided into direct
SRDFKLQJ GLUHFW UHPRYDO IRU VDIHW\ UHDVRQV |
logging, infrastructural expansion, increasing population density, hunting
activity, etc.).

$ %ULHI +LVWRU\ RI WKH $PXU 7LJHU
Research and practical measures for the preservation of the Amur tiger have
been carried out on a regular basis since the end of the 1940s.

At the beginning of the 19th century, the tiger was common and regularly

hunted in the southern part of the Russian Far East. Their numbers sharply

declined due to commercial hunting. Other factors were the simultaneous re-

ducticn and deterioration of their habitat because of commercial logging and

WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI WDLJD DUHDV IRU LQGXVWULD
the 1930s, the tiger was on the brink of extinction with only 20—30 of them

left in the wild. Since then, the number has gradually increased thanks to

the huge efforts of Russian scientists and rangers, which resulted in a series

of measures to protect the tiger population. These measures include a ban

on tiger hunting and capturing tiger cubs, as well as a travel prohibition for



DOO IRUHLJQHUVY LQ WKH $PXU WLJHUVY KDELWDW
population exceeded 250 individuals and continued to grow. The Amur tiger
population and range began to decrease again after the collapse of the Soviet
8QLRQ LQ ZKLFK RSHQHG WKH ERUGHUV 'XULQ.
LOOHJDO KXQWLQJ RI WLJHUVY GUDPDWLFDOO\ LQFU
and the weakening of state controls, as well as the soaring demand for tiger

ERG\ SDUWYV DQG GHULYDWLYHV LQ &KLQD DQG RWHK
sharp decline spelt imminent extinction for the Amur tiger.

Saving the Amur Tiger

,Q ;) 5XVVLD ODXQFKHG LWV ¢UVW SURMHFW IF
At that time, onIy a few hunters could say that they had seen tiger tracks in
their hunting areas, never mind actually encountering the Master of Taiga in
WKH ZLOG 7RGD\ ¢QGLQJ WLJHU WUDFNV DQG HYH
est is no longer rare. Not even for city people, who visit the forest for a picnic
in the weekend. How was this remarkable turnabout achieved?

,Q RUGHU WR VDYH WKH $PXU WLJHU SRSXODWLRQ
public organisations developed a «Strategy for Amur tiger conservation in
Russia». This was approved by the Minister of Environment and Natural
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Resources of the Russian Federation on 24 June 1996. The strategy’s main
goal was to compile a half-century of experience in Amur tiger research and
protection in Russia, to formulate basic principles and outline a comprehen -
siva system of conservation measures for the long term.

One of the main aspects of the strategy is the reduction of human-tiger con
ALFWV +7&V 7KHVH DUH H[SHFWHG WR JURZ ZLWK
that require more space and overlap with human habitation. Tigers and peo-

ple come into more regular contact, competing for prey and territory. These
encounters are labelled HTCs if they lead to situations in which tigers prey

on livestock or dogs, people get injured, or tigers are killed in defence or re

taliation. Even if people or tigers are not injured or killed, big cats encroach -

ing on human-dominated areas can cause fear and a negative attitude.



The case of the male tiger Uporny gives a good picture of how the rehabilita
tion centres operate. Uporny, which means ‘stubborn’ in Russian, was three or
four years old when he was caught during a HTC on 14 November 2014. He
was taken for recovery to Utyos Rehabilitation Centre, where he remained until
being released into the wild on 28 May 2015. Prior to his release, Uporny’s abit
ities to hunt and avoid people were checked by experts at the centre. The tiger
was reintroduced into the wild with the support of the Khabarovsky Province
Government, WWF Russia and the Amur Tiger Centre. Uporny was released
into a forest area called “Tigrovy Dom” (the tiger home) in Nanaisky District,
Khabarovsky Province.

Uporny was tagged with a Lotek GPS collar, which showed his daily walks usual
O\ YDULHG IURP WKUHH WR VL[ NLORPHWUHYV +LV VKRUWHVW
while the longest was 22 kilometres.

Uporny crossed a number of large rivers such as the Pikhtza River, Anyui,
Manoma, Gur, and the mouth of the Khara River (the Gassi Lake). The tiger
FURVVHG HLJKW URDGY Rl ZKLFK ¢YH ZHUH IRUHVW URDGYV |
three were asphalt. One time he was registered very close to the motorway con
necting Khabarovsk and Komsomolsk-na-Amure, which he followed at a dis-
tance of only 100—150 metres for six kilometres. He was recorded near human
settlements three times, but he never entered the villages. On September 2015,
he spent about 24 hours at a distance of 500 metres from the village of Lidoga
(about 1,600 inhabitants). On 25 September 2015, he passed the settlement of
Nizhnyaya Manoma (about 180 inhabitants) by as close as one kilometre. On 10
October 2015, Uporny crossed the Innokentievskoye Lake one kilometre away
from the village of Dzhonka (about 1,250 inhabitants).

His most northern point of movement was the right bank of the Amur River

just in front of Komsomolsky Nature Reserve. After that, the tiger moved back

to much EHWWHU KDELWDWY ZLWK .RUHDQ SLQH IRUHVWV %\ W
VHHPHG 8BRad tb@d his home range north of Anuisky National Park on

the territory of the Gur-Khoso Nature Park.

Since late November 2015, Uporny’s home range has been in the Gur River basin

covering more than 1,000 km2. His home range includes the left and right feeder

basins of the Gur River. On 28 August, experts examined one of the ridges where

WKH WLJHU VSHQW ¢(YH GD\V DQG GLVFRYHUHG HYLGHQFH RI
that Uporny is mature enough to breed.

Unfortunately, the monitoring of Uporny abruptly stopped on 14 March 2016,

when he was found dead in the Gur River valley with wounds to his head and

back. His corpse was found near a wild boar he had attacked. The boar was prob

DEO\ ¢QLVKHG RIl E\ DQRWKHU SUHGDWRU SRMVVLEO\ TXLWH I
XDWLRQ FRQ¢{¢UPV WKDW WKH OLIH RI SUHGDWRUV LQ WKH ZLO
QDWXUDO FDXVHV LV KLIJIKHU WKDQ GHVFULEHG LQ VFLHQWL¢|



to be continued on the next page



EDVHG RQ WKH VWRU\ E\ ODWWKHZ 7ZRPEO\

NOVEMBER 2014
VYAZEMSKOYE VILLAGE, RUSSIA

SEVERAL VILLAGERS SPOTTHED A
LONE, RAGGED MALE TIGER ON

d, Khd~"</Zd” K& dK{Ew
RARE SIGHT, BUT NOT UNHEARD
OF IN THE REGION.

SEVERAL EXPERTS FROM THH
GROUP CAME TO SNARE AND
dz EYh/>/ d, du d,zZ s

z ZsK> D > JE WKKZ , >d,X

HIS FUR WAS PALE, AND H|S
RIBS WERE SHOWING. HE
WAS SERIOUSLY EXHAUSTIED.

BUT UPORNY’'S HEALTH
IMPROVED QUICKLY, AND H
EAGERLY ACCEPTED FOOD|

m

EXPERTS FROM UTYOS MADE SURE
TO KEEP CONTACT WITH UPORNY
TO A MINIMUM, PRESERVING H|
WILD INSTINCTS FOR HIS EVEN
AL RELEASE.

=i

MAY 28, 2015
BORDER OF ANYUISKY NATIONAL PARK

A SITE FOR RELEASE WAS JHO
SEN 124 MILES NORTHEAST |OF
UTYOS REHABILITATIONSE
TER, JUST OUTSIDE THE PARK
IN PRIME TIGER HABITAT.

HE WAS OUTFITTED WITH A RADIO
COLLAR, WHICH MEASURED BPDY
TEMPERATURE AND LOCATION, SO
HIS MOVEMENTS THROUGH TH
WILDERNESS COULD BE CLOSE
TRACKED.

L
m
o

BECAUSE THE RESEARCHERS WERE

LEARNING SO MUCH FROM UP
ORNY’S MOVEMENTS, THE RESEARCH
TEAM DECIDED TO LEAVE HIS GP
COLLAR ON FOR ANOTHER YEAR|AND
A HALF.

[2)




FOR MOST OF THE PAST T\VO
YEARS, THEY'VE BEEN G4 QSE
LY TRACKING THE TIGER

THROUGH A GPS COLLAR.

BUT A DAY CAME WHEN THE

COLLAR STOPPED RECORDIN
ANY MOVEMENT, AND SHOWE]|
A DRAMATIC DROP IN THE CAT
BODY TEMPERATURE.

OO0

)

TO FIND THE POINT OF THE LAST
SIGNAL, THEY TRAVEL 5 MILE$
FROM THE NEAREST ROAD,
EXPECTING THE WORST.

AND THEY'RE RIGHT.

ALL EVIDENCE POINTS
TOWARD A FIGHT WITH
ANOTHER LARGE PREDATPDR,
ALMOST CERTAINLY

ANOTHER MALE TIGER.

&KZ tt&szZh”r"/ U hWKZEz
BECAME A SYMBOL FOR TH
FREEDOM AND STRUGGLE
SURVIVAL IN THE WILD.

om
T

HE WAS CAPTURED,
REHABILITATED, AND FORQED
TO ADAPT ALL OVER AGAIN.

HE LIVED FREELY IN THE
FOREST FOR TWO YEARS,
IN THE HARSHEST CGNDI
TIONS, WITH TEMPERATURES
ZKWW/E' dK sdi£& E
SNOW UP TO FIVE FEET DEEP.

HE SUCCESSFULLY
KILLED LARGE PREY|
AND WE BELIEVE HE
FOUND A MATE.

UPORNY LIVED A TRUL
WILD LIFE, AND MET A
WILD END.

“HE SHARED HIS LIFE
STORY WITH US/”
SAYS FOMENKO.




0DQ\ IDFWRUV LQAXHQFH WKH IUHTXHQF\ DQG VFDOH

Poaching of tigers and their prey leads to injuries, e.g. from foot

VQDUHV RU IJXQ¢iUH ZRXQGV ,QMXUHG WLJHUV D
for wild prey and turn to easier food supplies such as livestock or

chained dogs.

A tiger range must meet certain requirements in order for tigers to
survive. These requirements include a high-quality habitat consisting
of dense, natural forest.

Competition between tigers and humans for space is the main factor
FDXVLQJ FRQALFWYV &RQWLQXHG KXPDQ LQFXUVI
increase the risk of HTC.

The erosion and fragmentation of forests decrease the tigers’ habitat,
as well as that of its prey, leading tigers to seek alternative food (e.g.
livestock) in or near human habitations. The decrease in tiger prey is
also caused by hunting. The lack of natural prey results in increased

HTC in areas where humans live near forests.

Tigers’ prey is also negatively impacted by overexploitation and com-
petition with livestock. This probably accounts for the increased
number of tiger attacks on livestock. Karanth and Smith [1] cite the
decline of prey as an important cause of the decline of tiger
populations.

Many heads of cattle fall prey to tigers in various locations due to
LQHI(FLHQW OLYHVWRFEFN KXVEDQGU\ DQG PDQDJ
often related to the location of grazing pastures and the poor security

of livestock enclosures.

The risk of HTC is also increased by activities, which lead to people
YHQWXULQJ LQWR WLJHU KDELWDW VXFK DV KXC
tion of Non Timber Forest Products (NTFP).

The success of tiger conservation also leads to HTC as the increasing
tiger population needs more space to survive, thereby encroaching on
human territory.



Tigress

seriously wounded
by a poacher,
Primorye, summer
2015
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On 26 October 2016, Artyom City police received an alert from a citizen about a

FRZ NLOOHG E\ D WLJHU $ JURXS VSHFLDOLVHG LQ VROYLQJ
called in. The group consisted of experts from the Primorsky Province Hunting

Department, WWF Russia and the Amur Tiger Centre. They immediately arrived

at the scene and discovered the cow’s remains. Footprints left in the soil proved

that the bovine was attacked by an adult Amur tiger. That same evening, the group

detected the animal with an infra-red camera when he was returning to his prey to

feast further. The animal was safely captured and taken to Alekseevka Rehabilita-

tion Centre, where he was examined. The examination and analyses showed that

KH zDV D KHDOWK\ IRXU WR ¢YH \HDU ROG PDOH $PXU WLJHU 2

The cat was kept at the centre for four days before being released on 30 October,

(WWHG ZLWK D WUDQVPLWWHU FROODU +H zZDV VHW IUHH LQ
on the border with Ussuriysky Nature Reserve. The location was selected by a

joint decision by various nature conservation organisations. The decision was

based on several factors such as the availability of plentiful stocks of wild un-

JXODWHV WR IHHG RQ VXI¢FLHQW GLVWDQFH IURP KXPDQ VH
of people in the vicinity at the moment of release. GPS information received a

day after the release showed that Artyomka had recovered nicely from the seda

WLRQ DQG KDG PRYHG ¢YH NLORPHWUHY QRUWK DZD\ IURP G
7TUDQVORFDWLQJ WLJHUV LV D ZLGHO\ XVHG PHWKRG WR GHDC



Hunting Lease is a site that is managed
for the purpose of hunting ungulates, waterfowl
and small mammals. People can buy a permit
from the leaseholder, which allows them to
hunt a certain number of animals. Each lease/
estate has a hunting quota based on the health
of ungulate populations. Hunting leases are

important conservation partners of WWF. They
support high numbers of deer, wild boar and
other wildlife as it means they have higher hunt-
ing quotas. WWF also hails higher densities of
these animals as they are the tiger’s prey. A
high population of ungulates is in the best inter-
ests of all those involved.



Humans are rarely killed by Amur tigers as the feline is not as aggressive

towards humans as other species. A tiger, who encounters a human, will usu

DOO\ WU\ WR DYRLG GLUHFW FRQWDFW 7KLV DOVR D
lived close to human settlements for a long time and regularly visit them to

take livestock. Encounters with a tiger are uncommon, but when it happens,

the animal is rarely aggressive. Nonetheless, there is a potential threat as

tigers do attack in extenuating circumstances. Most tigers that attack peo-

ple have been injured by humans or are sick or emaciated. A study of tiger

DWWDFNV RQ SHRSOH VKRZHG WKDW IDWDO FDVHV
the last 40 years. The research, conducted by Igor Nikolaev of the Russian
$FDGHP\ RI 6FLHQFH VKRZV WKDW RI DWWDFNV LQ

injured by humans and only 21% involved tigers that were sick or emaciated
(Fig. 2) [3].

Related to tigers that have

21 % injuries of uncertain cause
Involved tigers that were
57 % sick or emaciated
Attacks involved tigers that
14 % had been injured by humans

,QFUHDVH RI +7&

,Q WKH SHULRG EHWZHHQ DQG FRQALFW VLW
&RQALFW VLWXDWLRQV UHVXOWHG LQ WKH GHDWKV RI
RG 'DWD VKRZQ LQ ¢JXUH VKRZV WKDW WKH QXPEHU
and tigers has doubled since 2010. Given the growing tiger population and hu-

man activities within their habitat, this number is expected to rise even further

in the near future. Part of the reason for this is because since the Amur tiger

population stabilised at 500, trackers and specialists can no longer physically

cover the areas where HTCs occur.
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ODLQ &DXVH RI +7&

Poaching is the main cause of death of Amur tigers, as well as one of the
main causes of HTC. An Amur tiger may become aggressive when chased
or when unexpectedly confronted with a human, but also when it is
defending its prey or cubs. Tigers may also get injured, making them
unable to hunt wild prey. This forces them to look for easier prey such as
ivestock or chained dogs. Poaching does not just result in dangerous
¢enffontations between people and tigers. It also leads to other HTCs,
such as vehicles colliding with tigers and tiger cubs being orphaned. Every
year, especially during winter, a number of cubs lose their mothers and are
unable to live independently.

7\SHV Rl +7&

$FFRUGLQJ WR :&6 GDWD RI DOO UHFRUGHG FRQA
livestock. On average in Russia, tigers kill each year around 30 domestic

animalsand KHDGV RI FDWWOH 7KH YDVW PDMRULW\ RI IL
DURXQG ¢ YH PDWHW KRUQHG FDWWOH 7KHVH ¢(JXUHV
OHVV W KD @Qoun@ieR Suthtadlindia. For example, between 280 and

430 heads of live-stock are reported to be killed by tigers each year in the

Khanha tiger reserve alone [2].

ORUH UHFHQW GDWD IURP 2 VKRZV WKDW FRQIUR
WKH PRVW ZLGHVSUHDG W\SH RI FRQALFW , Q F
WR WKH VHWWOHPHQWY DQG WKHLU WUDFNV ZHUH LG
attacks on people (6%), in which one person was killed and the other injured.

B People attacked

Tiger incursions
into settlements

32 % Domestic animals killed

An initial WWF study (2000-2016) provided some interesting insights in

HTC. Adult tigers with a pad width of more than 8 cm were involved in 41% of

HTC cases. 15% involved tiger cubs and 6% tigresses with cubs. In the

remaining RI FDVHV WKH VH[ DQG DJH RI WKH DQLPDO

The data shows that 26 cases of tiger attacks on people were recorded that
resulted in four fatalities and 14 casualties (Fig. 5). The majority of these
attacks were provoked by people.



One of the training sessions for students and specialists at the Diagnostic Centre of
the Primorskaya Agriculture Academy

$ FRQALFW WLJHU FDSWXUHG DQG VHGDWHG E\ WKH 5DSLG 5HVSRQVH 7HD
Province, December, 2017
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*LYHQ WKH FXUUHQW DQG H[SHFWHG LQFUHDVLQJ OH
7)) HISHUWV LGHQWL¢{HG +7& DV LWV QXPEHU RQH SU
because traditionally, HTCs in Russia were resolved by simply killing the

tiger, which led to a drastic decline in the population. In cooperation with the
governmental agencies and local stakeholders, adequate measures need to be

taken to reduce HTC.

In 2012, a special standard operating procedure (SOP) for HTC was designed

by the Hunting Department of Primorsky Province. As part of this procedure,

5DSLG 5HVSRQVH 7HDPV 557V ZHUH VHW XS WR UHV|
and Khabarovsky Provinces.

These teams each consist of two to three nominees of the hunting depart

PHQW D ¢HOG YHWHULQDULDQ DQG D ::) UHSUHVHQ\
when people encounter a tiger close to human habituation, or if they see an

injured or orphaned tiger.

JRXU ULVN FDWHJRULHV RI +7& ZHUH LGHQWL{HG WKI
by the teams:

. Category 1: Tiger attack on humans.

. Category 2: Tiger attack on livestock or domestic animals.

. Category 3: Visual sighting of a tiger in the vicinity of a village.

. Category 4: Detection of tiger tracks in the vicinity of a village.

%DVHG RQ WKHVH FDWHJRULHY WKH WHDPV GHFLGH
to a HTC scene. In general, the following steps are taken:

7KH\ LQYHVWLJDWH WKH FRQALFW VFHQH WR HYDO
2. They monitor the tiger involved to assess behaviour and movement.

3. In category 3 or 4 cases, they will try to haze the animal using special
HTIXLSPHQW VXFK DV ADVKOLJKWV (UHZRUNV DQG

4. If that does not work, or if it is a category 2 case, they will proceed to cap-
ture the animal with a foot snare, after which the animal will be tranquil-
ized by the veterinarian and transported.

5. The tiger is then brought to a rehabilitation centre for a medical examina-
tion and recovery.



Under no circumstances, should tigers be killed when straying into human habi-
tation. Therefore, some additional measures are taken by the response teams:

Local administrations are encouraged to work with local people to
deescalate the situation;

Anxious locals must be prevented from surrounding the animal,

which hampers capture and could lead to people and staff being seri-
ously injured;

The police and local administrators are to be called in at an early stage
because smooth coordination is critical to control crowds. Frightened
mobs can worsen a tense situation and lead to avoidable casualties or
tragedies.



On 19 October 2016, a citizen of Vladivostok got the shock of his life when he saw

an Amur tiger prowling the streets. He reported the incident to the emergency call

FHQWUH DQG DQRWKHU SHUVRQ FRQ¢UPHG WKH VLIKWLQJ 3ROLI
the location and the Hunting Department of Primorsky Province was alerted. WWF

Russia was also informed and they closely monitored the incident. The tiger was

GLI¢FXOW WR WUDFN EHFDXVH RI WKH DEVHQFH RI VQRZ DQG G|
him. While the search was underway, the hunting department instructed alarmed

citizens how to act in the event of an encounter with the fugitive tiger. The main

advice was not to run as the tiger was unlikely to harm anyone unless provoked.

Pavel Fomenko, species programme coordinator at WWF Russia’s Amur branch,

speculated that the tiger was probably searching for a new habitat. As the Amur

tiger population increases, big cats tend to go in search of less populated areas. Of-

ten young tigers are chased away by adult males, who consider them competition.

The feline intruder in Vladivostok was captured by special rangers a day after the
initial sighting. On the night of 20 October, police received a report of the tiger be-
LQJ VLIKWHG LQ WKH 6KDPRUD %D\ DUHD 5DQJHU JURXSV LPPHC



area and WWF participated in the operation. Visual contact was made at 10 p.m.

when the tiger was detected in a forest by a thermal camera. As the animal was

ZLWKLQ ¢ULQJ UDQJH LW ZDV VKRW ZLWK D VHGDWLYH 7KH \
and the beast was left unharmed. Afterward, the cat was moved to Alekseevka Re-

habilitation Centre. Upon arrival, the animal was thoroughly examined, measured

and samples were taken. The subject was a young male Amur tiger about three-

years-old, weighing approximately 140 kg. He was healthy and in good condition,

as well as being well-fed as he had apparently recently eaten a cat or a doghfter

the examination, the tiger was placed in an enclosure at the rehabilitation centre,

SHQGLQJ DQDO\WLV RI WKH VDPSOHV WDNHQ %DVHG RQ WKH L
to decide on whether to release the tiger or not. They also needed to determine

whether it was a domestic or wild tiger and why it roamed into human territory.

2Q 0D\ DIWHU DURXQG HLJKW PRQWKY LQ FDSWLYLW
EDFN LQWR WKH ZLOG DW KLV QHZ KRPH LQ %LNLQ 1DWLRQI
was performed with the support of WWF Russia and the Amur Tiger Centre.

At the time of his release, Vladik was in peak physical condition, weighing 125

kg. He was skilled at hunting ungulates and was shy of people. Pavel Fomen-

ko explained that his new home was chosen because it is far away from human

settlements so there was little chance of Vladik straying into urban territory

DJDLQ %HVLGHV WKDW WKHUH ZHUH QR RWKHU WLJHUV R
to compete with Vladik for prey. There were also plentiful stocks of ungulates.

You would think that Vladik lived ‘happily ever after’ in his new home, but sur-
prisingly, his story did not end there. Vladik had been tagged with a GPS module
DQG LQ 1RYHPEHU WKH WUDFNLQJ GHYLFH VKRZHG WKDYV
what experts assume must be his original home range in the south-west of Pri
morsky Province. After that, he moved on to the major tiger area in Sikhote-Alin.
Vladik’s return home was an epic journey that took him from the north of Pri -
morsky Province all the way to the south-west. During his odyssey, Vladik care-
fully avoided all encounters with humans and left domestic animals unmolested.
He even seemed to make a ‘victory lap’ of his old haunts before settling down in
Sikhote-Alin. Pavel Fomenko described the tiger's behaviour as ‘unique’. Who
knows what the next chapter will be in Vladik’'s extraordinary life.



A tiger will be captured and placed in the Alekseevka or Utyos rehabilita-
tion centre in cases in which a tiger cannot be chased away from the scene;
is injured; has caused serious damage (e.g. preyed upon livestock or dogs, or
injured people); is an orphaned cub.

5HKDELOLWDWLRQ &HQWUHYV

The rehabilitation centre in Alekseevka (Primorsky Province) was established in
2012 to care for wildlife in need of human aid. Utyos centre was established in
Khabarovsky Province. It was launched by tiger expert Vladimir Kruglov in 1991
and has been his family’s life work ever since, with his son Eduard and daughter
Lyudmila following in his footsteps.

There are four to six staff members at each centre, including the director, a vet-
erirewiar, one or two animal keepers and one or two additional staff.

When a tiger is brought in, it receives a thorough medical examination to iden-

tify possible injuries and to assess its overall physical condition. In the case of

serious injuries, surgery can be conducted by the centre’s veterinarian. A tiger

LV XVXDOO\ TXDUDQWLQHG ¢UVW 7KHQ LW LV UHOHDVH
can recover further from its ordeal. During the animal’s rehabilitation, a group

of experts decide whether it can be released again in a remote area in the wild or

whether it will need to remain in captivity. The decision is based on the animal’s

phiysicar condition and its ability to hunt and survive in the wild. The release of

an animal is always a joint decision.

%HWZHHQ 2 DQLPDOV ZHUH SODFHG LQ UHKDELC
these tigers died due to their bad physical condition when they were captured.

2QH DGXOW PDOH ZDV WUDQVORFDWHG WR WKH 5RVWR"
the total number of tigers that were placed in rehabilitation centres and released

back to nature.
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&DWHULQJ WR &XEV

%HVLGHY UHKDELOLWDWLQJ WLJHUV WKDW FDXVH +
for cubs, who lost their mothers due to poaching. They are usually orphaned

so young that they have not yet developed the skills to survive in the wild
ZLWKRXW FRPLQJ LQWR FRQALFW ZLWK KXPDQOV 7K
tic-looking enclosures, which allow the cubs to be as wild as possible, while

still receiving the support they need. There is minimal human contact and

living prey is provided so they can hone their hunting skills. The cubs stay at

WKH FHQWUHYV XQWLO WKH\ DUH GHHPHG (W IRU UH
carefully monitored through satellite tracking to make sure they are coping

with their return to the wild.

ORQLWRULQJ RI 5HOHDVHG 7LJHUV

Y%HWZHHQ 2 D WRWDO RI WLIJHUV QLQH WLJ
adults) were released into the wild after rehabilitation. Ten of them were
tagged with GPS collars to monitor their movements to prevent them be-
coming involved in HTCs again. Two of this group of ten tigers are known

to still be alive and are being monitored via their collars. The other animals’
collars stopped transmitting due to battery failure. The usual lifespan for a
GPS collar is about three years, but sometimes they malfunction earlier for
unknown reasons. The only recent information we have received about them
is from local people and camera traps. Five tigers have survived and adapted,
one died from exhaustion, possibly connected with infection, and one tiger
was killed by another tiger. One adult male has disappeared from the radar,
but he is suspected to have been killed by poachers.



:1) 6XSSRUW

WWEF provides various support services to the Rapid Response Teams and
both rehabilitation centres. WWF staff members, Pavel Fomenko and Alexey
Kostyria, are members of the RRTs. Their personal involvement is critically
important in various areas, such as:

1 VROYLQJ FRQALFW VLWXDWLRQV

¥ PHGLFDO H[DPLQDWLRQV DW FRQALFW VLWHV D)\
. investigating the circumstances of the death of any tigers in HTCs;

. explaining individual rehabilitation courses;

T DVVHVVLQJ DQ DQLPDOYV SK\WVLFDO ¢WQHVV IRU
. assisting in the release of an animal into the wild.

Pavel and Alexey have a lot of personal experience in mitigating HTCs.

Furthermore, they have specialised knowledge about biology, veterinary

FDUH SV\FKRORJ\ DQG RWKHU LPSRUWDQW VNLOOV C
FRQALFW DQLPDOV 7KHLU UHJXODU SDUWLFLSDWLRC
shops and training require special facilities and material resources, which

are provided by WWF.

WWF's main goal in supporting the rehabilitation centres is to return tigers

to the wild. WWF helps the centres to purchase different kinds of equipment,
such as remote-controlled monitoring systems and electric fences. It also
helps with repairing enclosures and in the construction of special, tempo-
rary cages and quarantine units. The rehabilitation centres actively use these
facilities and equipment.



3DYHO )RPHQNR

head of the Rare Species Conservation Unit,
:1)25XVVLD $PXU EUDQFK

Before joining WWF's ranks Pavel, a game biologist
by profession, worked as a researcher at the Pacif-
ic Institute of Geography of the Russian Academy
of Science. He headed the Division on Protection
of the Altaisky Nature Reserve and took part in the

cUVW LQWHUQDWLRQDO UHYVH D U EKstenis Rviiffergs Fericey heiCHRons Avadel H U

and Amur leopard.
As a WWF member, Pavel created a network of an-
tipoaching groups in the key Amur tiger habitats, built

$OH[H\ .RVW\ULD
3K '
:1)25XVVLD $PXU

Alexey liked to explore the wilderness since his
childhood. After specialising in mechanics at the Pri-
morskaya Agricultural Academy, he worked at the
Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve as an inspector and
D ODE DVVLVWDQW ,Q
Far Eastern University, the faculty of biology and
worked as a senior research associate at the Insti-
tute of Biology and Soils of the Russian Academy of
Sciences for ten years. Alexey headed international

reliable contacts with tiger-range protected areas,
governmental agencies supervising nature protec-

WLRQ 2Q KLV LQLWLDWLYH FRQALFW U

formed in Primorsky and Khabarovsky Provinces. He
also laid the basis for cooperation with the Operative

my and the Frontier Service. TIME magazine named

3DYHO WKH +HUR IRU WKH 30DQHW?2

Geographical Society awarded him a Golden Medal.

EUDQFK

research projects on Himalayan and brown bears,
as well as on the Amur leopard monitoring with cam-
era traps. He also participated in the Amur tiger cen-
sus. He carried out research into the trans-border

$ O H [ HNo\BENG XDAME Gigernd Rl Mogaids between

Russia and China, using data from genetic anal-
\VLVY DQG FDPHUD WUDSV ,Q

TL

VHQLRU FRRUGLQDWRU RI WKH Rare Species Conservation Unit,

$OH]

:1)25XVVLD WHDP PRQLWRULQJ $PXU WL

traps.



2Q $SULO WKH WLJUHVV )LOLSSD zZDV WUDQVSRUWHG |
habilitation Centre in Primorsky Province to the Dichun Wildlife Refuge in

Evreiskaya Province. She was released upon arrival and disappeared into

the deep forest, roaring with excitement. Filippa was tagged with a GPS col-

lar so that her movements could be monitored. The release mission was car-

ried out with the support of WWF—Russia and the Amur Tiger Centre.

$OPRVW PRQWKYVY HDUOLHU RQ '"HFHPEHU DQ H[KDXV)\
old tiger cub was found in one of the gardens of Filippovka village (hence her
name) near the Land of the Leopard National Park. The cub was dying from
starvation and stealthily approached the village in search of food. However, in-
VWHDG RI ¢QGLQJ IRRG VKH DOPRVW EHFDPH D PHDO IRU ORFI
ed the incident to the national park staff and they rescued the young tigress.

After 14 months of rehabilitation at Alekseevka Rehabilitation Centre, Filippa had

a new name and a new lease on life. She had fully recovered and learned to hunt; a
small helpless tiger cub had turned into a graceful, powerful tigress. It is hoped that
she will breed in the wild, further increasing the Amur tiger population



7TUDQTXLOL]HUV DUH ORDGHG DQG ¢QDO LQVWUXFWLRQV JLYHQ

Vet's examination before a long journey
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Recently, governmental agencies of Khabarovsky Province placed the Utyos
HQFORVXUH XQGHU WKHLU MXULVGLFWLRQ 7KLV LV
centres independent of WWF support. Unfortunately, at present, the centre

cannot fully operate without WWF support. They are in constant need of

money to provide the services cited above. At present, WWF has an agree-

ment with Alekseevka Rehabilitation Centre to provide the bulk of funding

or its operations.

The response teams have played an important role in solving HTC by remov

LQJ ZRXQGHG GLVHDVHG RU RWKHUZLVH XQ¢W DQLPD
actions seem to have increased the local populations’ acceptance of their feline
QHLJKERXUV 6ROYLQJ +7& IRVWHULQJ ORFDO DFFHSYV
prove the team’s success. Their standard operating procedure of investigating,
PRQLWRULQJ KD]LQJ FDSWXULQJ HYDOXDWLQJ DQG
removing it from the wild seems to be a logical and effective approach.



5HFRPPHQGDWLRQV

We recommend that RRTs continue their work. In dealing with tiger attacks

on domestic animals, we recommend that they explore additional techniques

and technologies. In addition, they should collect data to evaluate their effec-

tiveness. GPS collars should help to monitor tigers that repeatedly cause con-

ALFW DQG PD\ LPSURYH KD]JLQJ HIIRUWV E\ KHOSLQJ
to the tiger. They will also provide data on the tiger's response to hazing. This

is a very important part of the process and one of the main reasons why the
JRYHUQPHQW DQG SXEOLF RUJDQL]DWLRQV SURYLGH
ZLWK WKH FXUUHQW XVH RI *36 FROODUYV VKRZV WKD
to record the animal’'s movements and whether it is alive or dead.

We make the following recommendations to further improve the perfor -
mance of the Rapid Response Teams:

. The teams are currently dependent on WWF for animal handling and
telemetry expertise. Therefore, continued training is required so that
the teams can operate more independently in future.

T 7R IXUWKHU UHGXFH WKH ORVV RI WLJHUV GXH
continue to use and improve methods to maintain tigers in the wild.

These methods include translocation and returning cubs to the wild
and rehabilitation in the rehabilitation centres when necessary.
Translocation is becoming an important method to re-establish sub-
populations (e.g. translocation* to Evreiskaya and Amurskaya Prov-
inces) and to increase small populations.

. Anti-poaching efforts should be continued to prevent poachers from
WDNLQJ DGYDQWDJH Rl FRQALFW VLWXDWLRQV
reduce the risk of injuries and cubs losing their mothers. In addition,
it gives the teams a meaningful task when they are not engaged in
PDQDJLQJ FRQALFWYV

. A methodology is required to evaluate interventions, including stan-
dardised data sheets and a central data base. Measures of effectivenes
VKRXOG UHAHFW KRZ HIIHFWLYH WKH WHDP LV
life and livelihood, as well as the number of tiger deaths.

. More robust and regular support should be provided to the rehabili-
tation centre in the village of Alekseevka in Primorsky Province and
to Utyos Rehabilitation Centre in Khabarovsky Province. The number
RI FRQALFW WLJHUV RU RUSKDQHG FXEV LV KD
need to have the capacity to accommodate at least ten animals. It
should be noted that if long-term rehabilitation is necessary for an
animal, that means it will need to be kept for up to two years.

¥ 5XVVLD zZzDV WKH ¢UVW FRXQWU\ WR FUHDWH D
sponse team. Today, response teams exist in several countries in
some form, as do proposals to create response teams in other coun-
tries. If, the activities of the response team are properly evaluated,
they may serve as a model for developing teams in other areas.

Atigress, named Zolushka 5XVVLDQ IRU &hegiced bertel removed following severe frostbite.
OD ZDV IRXQG LQ )HEUXDU\ They omhangd (Siberipmtiper pxsyehabilitated and
month-old cub. Her mother is thought to have been released back into the wild. She has given birth to
killed by poachers. She was nursed back to health WZR FXEV.LQ
at the Alekseevka Rehabilitation Centre, having had



YULGD\ WXUQHG RXW WR EH D OXEFEN\ GD\ IRU RQH PDOF

Province Hunting Department received an alert about a wounded tiger cub in
the northern part of the region. A team was quickly dispatched to capture the

VHULRXVO\ LQMXUHG FDW DQG SURYLGH LW ZLWK HPHUJHQF\

it was quickly transported to Alekseevka Rehabilitation Centre for further treat-

PHQW $Q H[DPLQDWLRQ HVWDEOLVKHG WKDW WKH FXE ZDV

The centre’s specialists placed the weakened animal in a heated quarantine box
for observation, while the experts consulted on what further steps to take. His
wounds were extremely serious and the cub’s survival was described as a miracle.

Careful investigation of the shooting site revealed that the cub’s moth-
er was nearby with a sibling. They were alive and unharmed and under no
immediate threat from the poachers, who presumably shot the male cub.

A week after the cub’s retrieval, he was still struggling for his young life. A
special commission consisting of specialists from government organisations,
NGOs and research institutions decided that urgent surgery was warrant-
ed to save the tiny animal’s life. His nose was operated on, thereby restoring
his breathing and careful examination of his eyes revealed that initial fears of
impaired vision were unfounded. After the medical procedure, the cub was
put in quarantine for further medical treatment. In the meantime, WWF—

Russia purchased video cameras to monitor the young animal around the
clock and the Amur Tiger Centre paid for his medical treatment and care.

After his recovery, the cub was put with a female cub in a large enclosure encom-
passing about one hectare, where they can walk around freely and play together.
This is very important for such intelligent animals as tigers. Their being together
will allow them to grow stronger and hone their hunting skills, while forging a
strong social bond. WWF Russia equipped the enclosure with a video system
to keep an eye on the tigers and monitor their progress. Experts are optimistic
about their prospects of eventually being released into the wild.



On 16 December 2016, specialists of the Hunting Department of Primorsky
Province and the Tiger Rehabilitation Centre successfully captured an orphaned
tiger cub near Lazo village. Hunting Department staff took immediate control

over the situation as soon as they were alerted to the little predator’s appearance.

Little Lazovsky had been regularly sighted since 30 November near the village

dump site. There were no signs of the mother so after two weeks of monitoring the

tiny tiger's movements, the Hunting Department decided to capture her for repa-

triation to the wild. The operation was conducted using special equipment pro-

vided by WWF—Russia and Amur Tiger Centre. A careful examination followed

WKH VXFFHVVIXO FDSWXUH /D]J]RYVN\ ZzZDV UHYHDOHG WR EH
weighing 20 kg. She had a cut on her paw, presumably from glass in the dump

VLWH DQG HYHQ WKRXJK VKH ZzDV ZHDNHQHG /D]JRYVN\ ZDV

Winter had descended on Primorsky Province with temperatures plummeting

WR 2 fu 7KH OLWWOH RUSKDQ FRXOG QRW SRVVLEO\ VXUYL
ditions so she was sent to Alekseevka Rehabilitation Centre for observation and

medical care.



OHGLFDO H[DPLQDWLRQ ZLWK WKH QHZ HTXLSPHQW DW 8W\RV 5HKDELOLWDV
Province, May, 2016
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.DUDQWK . 8 6PLWK % O B3UH\ GHSOH
terminant of tiger population viability. In: Seidensticker, J., Chris-
tie, S., Jackson, P. (Eds.), Riding the tiger: Tiger conservation in hu-
man dominated landscape. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge
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losses and hotspots of attack from tigers and leopards in Kanha Tiger Re-
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